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apparent defects of the book that these are not vital matters, but irri- 
tating imperfections which can readily be eliminated in subsequent 
editions. Both editor and author are to be congratulated upon the 
production of one of the clearest, most progressive and most interest- 
ing textbooks yet contributed to this all-important field of history. 

Harry E. Barnes. 
Ci.ark University. 

Documents of the Canadian Constitution : 1759—1915. Edited 
by W. P. M. Kennedy. Toronto, Oxford University Press, 1918. 
— xxxii, 707 pp. 

All students of Canadian constitutional history will welcome the 
publication of this volume. The reviewer wishes that a collection of 
documents such as it contains had been available years ago and hopes 
that its success will warrant the preparation of a supplementary vol- 
ume adding to the material on constitutional history that the writer 
has here made so easily accessible and including also documents con- 
cerned with the economic, fiscal and diplomatic history of Canada. 

In view of the new interest in the British overseas dominions that 
the war has aroused and of the greatly changed relations of the last 
eighty years between the dominions and the imperial government, 
larger use must be made of historical material of the class upon which 
the editor has drawn with much discrimination. Professor Kennedy 
cannot have carried his work as far as he has — cannot have made his 
collection of documents as comprehensive as it is — without having 
realized that from the colonial office papers, the British and Canadian 
Hansards and the memoirs of British and colonial statesmen, it would 
be easily possible to compile a second volume as large and as valuable 
as the present one. If other compilations are to follow, it will be im- 
possible to find a better model than Professor Kennedy's work. Its 
division of the constitutional history of Canada into six periods (1759- 
1763, 1763-1774, 1774-1791, 1791-1840, 1840-1867 and T867- 
1915) would be difficult to improve upon; and probably no student of 
Canadian history will be disposed to question the judgment with which 
Professor Kennedy has selected the 188 documents which his volume 
contains from the mass of material in the colonial office papers, jour- 
nals of legislatures and memoirs of statesmen, that confronted him 
when he began his task. 

The collection begins with the articles of the capitulation of Quebec 
in 1759 and ends with the amendment of 191 5 to the British North 
America Act — an amendment altering the constitution of the Senate, 
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and providing that a province shall be entitled to a number of mem- 
bers in the House of Commons not less than that of its senators. 
Documents chosen from the periods, 1791-1840 and 1840-1867, form 
the largest part of the collection. This is as it should be, for between 
1791 and 1867, and especially between 1828 and 1854, constitutional 
developments in Canada and to some extent also in the Maritime Prov- 
inces, proceeded at a pace which today comes as a surprise to students 
of the constitutional history of either England or the United States. 
This is not the place to recount these developments, but it may be re- 
marked that in the whole realm of constitutional history in English- 
speaking countries there is nothing of more absorbing interest than the 
struggle in the United Provinces of Canada for responsible government 
as it developed in the period from 1841 to 1854. The volume con- 
tains no index. However, a synopsis of the documents running to 
twenty-two pages makes up, to some extent, for this deficiency. 

Edward Porritt. 
Hartford, Connecticut. 

National Self-Government, its Growth and Principles. By 
Ramsay Muir. New York, Henry Holt and Company, 1918. — xi, 
312 pp. 

The Culmination of Modern History is the rather ambitious 
supertitle under which Professor Muir groups his trilogy, Nationalism 
and Internationalism, The Expansion of Europe and National Self- 
Government. Last in order of publication, the volume on National 
Self- Government is logically the prelude to the other two, for obviously 
internationalism is built on the foundations of a conscious and well- 
developed nationalism, which is also the condition, both material and 
moral, of colonial expansion. Professor Muir confesses, however, that 
his volumes were not planned with logical forethought. They all grew, 
he says, out of a lecture given before a popular audience to show " how 
all the greatest political developments of the modern world were being 
brought simultaneously to a great test in the world war." These de- 
velopments — nationality, international cooperation, self-government 
through representative institutions, the extension of the political and 
economic influence of Europe into the non-European world — all seemed 
to the author to grow together in closer relation to one another even as 
they were differentiated in his mind, and each accumulated the material 
for a separate volume. 

In the work on National Self- Government, Professor Muir has a 
double purpose : First, to pass in historical survey the growth of the 



